[Timing of surgical treatment in the patients with rheumatoid arthritis].
Rheumatoid arthritis is a systemic and consumptive disease of unknown cause, and there is no specific therapy for the disease. Surgical treatment in one of the total management that can effectively relieve pain and improve function in patients with rheumatoid arthritis include synovectomy, joint arthroplasty, resection arthroplasty, osteotomy, fusion, and soft tissue arthroplasty. Four cases with rheumatoid arthritis treated with surgical procedures were demonstrated, and discussed on the timing of operative treatment in the patients.